rn isccinss oye oe <f - ox 
ANNUAL REPORT | 


OF THE > 


OF THE 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


_ MARCH 4, 1882 


>» 


i 
\, 2 u 
ti - 
“ae 
——— 


MANCHESTER, N. H. 


A) 


: 18826, 


Union Pusiisuinc Company, | 


- 
‘ 


a 


ers 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


og, 


STATE LIBRARY 
tie a al Gis 


te 
on 


“ly, 
wt. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


OF THE 


RECEIPTS § EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MONT VERNON, 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


SerOOlL, ,REPORT 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


MARCH 4. 1882. 


MANCHESTER, N. H. 
Union PuBLISHING COMPANY, 


1882. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen respectfully present to the town of Mont Ver- 
non their annual report of the receipts and expenditures for the 
year ending March Ist, 1882. | 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance in treasury, March Ist, 1881, $ 802 08 
Amount of taxes assessed, 3271 23 
Interest on taxes, 3 24 
————. $4076 55 
RECEIVED FROM STATE. 
Savings Bank Tax, $660 56 
Railroad Tax, 22 19 
Literary Fund, 42 57 
Bounties on hawks, 5 20 
ee 730 59 
Whole amount of receipts, $4807 07 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid state tax, $744 00 
Paid county tax, 567 57 


———— $1311 57 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Paid Center district, $307 64 
South district, 189 22 
East district, 92 89 
North district, 85 19 
West district, 66 75 
Amherst district, 16 31 
——_—| 
Due South district, 3 40 
Paid McCollom Institute, 300 00 
West district school house tax, $61 00 
Amherst school-house tax, 7 50 
$68 50 


BREAKING ROADS AND EXTRA REPAIRS TO 
MARCH 1, 1882. 


EXTRA BREAKING 
REPAIRS. ROADS. 

Paid District No. 2, $19 47 
District No. 3, 12597% 
District No. 4, $2 00 20 55 
District No. 5, 54 75 
District No. 6, 22 48 
District No. 7, 14 25 
District No. 8, 4 28 35 93 
District No. 9, 4 00 28 05 
District No. 10, 17 32 
District No. 11, 2 69 13 50 
District No. 12, 7 90 20 00 
District No. 18, 44 69 - 
District No. 14, 11 65 


District No. 15, 4 00 14 23 


District No. 16, 4 00 32 91 
District No. 17, 30 41 
$28 87 $393 16 
SUPPORT OF POOR. 

Paid for the support of W. H. Brown, at 

County Farm from Jan. Ist, 1881, to 
Jan. Ist, 1882, $104 00 

For support of Angeline Smith, to 
May 6, 1881, 7 50 
For Chas. Smith, to March Ist, 1882, 36 38 
For John Smith, Sit? 
For expenses on account of poor, 6 50 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid for digging graves, care of hearse 
and yard, 26 25 

For putting up railings in District 
No. 17, tooo 
For extra repairs on Robinson’s road, 5 21 
A. Travis, tolling bell, 4 25 
For report cards, 1 25 
Insurance on Town House, 15 00 

For Drs. Hinds, Dearborn and Sturte- 
vant, reports of births and deaths, 3 75 
For printing reports for 1881, 20 25 

For interest on McCollom Institute 
Note 1880, 15 00 
For repairs on road machine, 30 
For putting up railing in Dist. No. 4, 10 14 
J. Wilkins & Son, damage to carriage, 25 00 
Wm. G. Bruce, note and interest, 575 28 
For bounties on hawks and crows, 1 60 
For collector’s book, Vs 


$422 03 


Paid 


For surveyor’s books, stationery, post 
age, etc., 

For abatement of taxes for 1880, 

S. F. Livingston, on acct. of remov- 
ing gravel, 

For road machine, 

Non-resident highway receipts, 

B. F. Davis, expenses to Wilton and 
Nashua, 

Interest on McCollom Institute Note, 
for 1881, 

Discount on taxes, 


Committee on 8. F. Livingston's bank 


wall, 
G W. Averill, reporting births and 
deaths to secretary of state, 


‘ 


TOWN OFFICZRS SERVICES. 


C. H. Raymond, selectman, 

B. F. Davis, seleetman, 

J. Swinington, selectman, 

G. W. Averill, town clerk, 
Clark Campbell, treasurer, 
James Upton, collector, 

CO. J. Smith, school committee, 


53 
40 
30 
20 
20 
35 
32 


John Trevitt, auditor for 1880 and 1881, 3 


C. A. Livingston, constable, 
James Upton, supervisor, 


C. A Livingston, supervisor, 


John M. Fox, supervisor, 
©. J. Smith, moderator, 


00 


$1160 94 


$249 OO 


NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 


A. 8. Bruce, note and interest, 

A. W. Raymond, note and interest, 
McCollom Institute, 

L. E. Nutt, note and interest, 

A. W. Raymond, note and interast, 


Whole amount of receipts, 
Whole amount of bills paid, 


Balance in treasury, 


Notes against the town, 
Balance in treasury, 


Indebtedness of the town, 


$384 67 
355 96 
307 56 
551 25 
117 00 
Peovei ogre wd 


$4807 07 
4432 54 


ee ee 


$374 53 


$1716 44 
374 53 


$1341 91 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CHARLES H. RAYMOND, 

BENJ. F. DAVIS, 

JOSIAH SWININGTON. 
Selectmen of Mont Vernon. 


Feb. 28, 1882. 


We have this day examined the above report and ans the 


same correctly cast and properly vouched. 


JOHN TREVITY, 
W. H. CONANT. 


Auditors. 


Treasurer's Report. 


The treasurer of the town or Mont Vernon submits the fol- 


lowing report for the year ending March Ist, 1882: 
To cash in treasurer’s hands Mar. 1, 1881 $ 211 08 


Note for uncollected taxes for 1873, 41 00 
Note for uncollected taxes for 1880, 550 00 
Note for uncollected taxes for 1881, 128 15 
Money received of collector, 1881, 3143 08 
Money received on collector’s note, 1873, 1 90 
Bounties received from State, 5.20 
Received from collector interest on taxes, 3 24 
Money received from State on railroads, 

banks, ete., 725 32 

Or. 

By paying state tax, 744 00 
By paying county tax, 567 57 
Note for uncollected taxes for 1873, 39 10 
Note for uncollected taxes for 1881, 128 15 
By paying 74 orders of selectmen, 3120 97 


$4808 97 


————_ $4599 79 


Leaving a balance in treasurer’s hands, 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
CLARK CAMPBELL, 


Oe ee 


$209 18 


Town Treasurer. 


\ February 28, 1882. 
We have this day examined the above report and find the 


same correctly cast and properly vouched. 
JOHN TREVITT, 
W. H. COBURN. 


Auditors. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


To the Citizens of Mont Vernon: 

I am able to report that the Prudential Committees during the 
past year have been fortunate in their selection of teachers and 
the result has been good schools. By this I would not intimate 
that there has been, on the part of the teachers, a higher grade 
of work, nor on the part of the papils, a higher standard of ac- 
quirement than is the condition of most of the New Hampshire 
Common Schools, yet in all that is essential to a good school of 
their grade, I think ours not inferior to the average throughout 
the state. They might surely be expected to be in the front 
rank for excellence if the end obtained be proportionate to the 
means expended. It is believed that no town in New Hamp- 
shire has made more liberal outlay for the education of its chil- 
dren and youth for the past ten years than Mont Vernon. This 
of course, taking into view its taxable property and the small 
number of pupils receiving instruction. Including the gratuity 
to McCollom Institute, the amount thus raised has averaged an- 
nually for that period fully $1,050.00, which apportioned to 100 
scholars gives $.10.50 to each, as the annual cost of tuition. The 
establishment of an Academy here thirty years since has wrought 
gradually an entire change in the grade of our common schools. 
They are now essentially primary schools and must so remain 
while the Institute is used by the town as a Grammar, or High 
‘School. 

This change is more marked and obvious since 1872, when 
by the annual appropriation of $300 for tuition of residents> 
the cost of instruction for this class at. the Institute became so 
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much cheapened. Under this arrangement which has been in 
vogue for ten years, while it hasserved as a Grammar, or High 
School for such as have chosen to attend it, passing thereto from 
the District School, it has had no standard of admission for such 
pupils based upon attainment, but tnose have entered it from our 
District Schools unfitted for the work of a school of higher 
grade. Should this arrangement be continued it would seem 
proper that for the benefit both of the town and the Institute 
there should be a scholarship standard prescribed for admission, 
rather than the caprice or fancy of pupil or parent. 

During the year under review I have made in the aggregate 
twenty-eight visits to the schools, which is in excess of the num- 
ber required by law. 

The schools have not suffered from lack of uniformity of text 
books. I have introduced in place of “* Worcester’s Comprehen- 
sive Spelling Book” “Swinton’s Word Book of English Spel- 
ling,” and ‘“Manson’s Series of Writing Spellers” These 
changes were highly satisfactory to all the teachers. I have al- 
so introduced the “Spencerian System of Writing Books,” 
which teach a system of penmanship unexcelled. 

For more than thirty years it has been the practice here to no- 
tice the schools in detail, with the exception of a single year. 
It may be “a thankless task and a useless and often harmful cus- 
tom,” but as it is widely sanctioned and is conformable to prece- 
dent I shall pursue the beaten track. 


CENTER SCHOOL. 


Mrs. Wo. G. Brocs, Proupentiat ComMfrrere. 

Miss Annie E. Proctor, of Marlborough, N. H., was teacher 
throughout the entire year. She had previously taught this 
school one term in 1877, and the Winter term of 1880. This 
school has nearly double the money of any other in town. It 
has the best schoolroom. the best furniture, its globe, dictiona- 
ry, wall maps, etc., and everything convenient and comfortable. 
It ought to be a model school, and its scholars. model scholars. 
Such are some here, and some are otherwise. Wrote one of my 
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predecessors after four years incumbency of this office,—“ It is 
no use disguising the fact that the Center School isa hard school 
to teach,” and it is not likely that his judgment would be dis- 
puted by any having hed connection with the school, either as 
teacher, or committees. To assign a cause for this difficulty, or 
to moraliie over the fact were alike idle. Let each parent 
_ judge within if he or she be in any degree responsible, to the 
end that the home cure be applied, so that what costs so much 
may be more efficient for good, and less a nursery for evil. 
Miss Proctor is a lady of fine character and scholarship, and 
highly respected in this community where she spent two years 
as a student at the Institute. In school her deliberate and quiet 
manner indicated self-possession, a quality all-important to a 
teacher. The school was orderly and industrious during the 
nine visits which I made. it. General proficiency was noted in 
reading, writing and arithmetic. Physiology was taught suc. 
cessfully. My observation led to the conclusion that as a whole 
the progress of the school was fair. The teacher testified to 
her generous interest in the school by presenting the District 
with a globe for its use. Yet justice to a!l requires me to say 
that she did not pass unchallenged as a teacher. Complaint 
was made especially of noise, and unbecoming and disorderly 
conduct of numbers of the scholars on their way to and from 
school, at recess, and about the building while the school was in 
session, and assertion was made that proper effert and vigilance 
on the teacher's part would have remedied this evil. Having 
evidence of frequent permission to leave the room during school 
hours, and this given to several at about the same time, I sug~ 
gested care in this matter to the teache. That her judgment 
as to the respousibility of the teacher for the behavior of the 
pupils when near and not actually in the school-room might not 
accord with that of the complainants is probable. That the or- 
der inside the school was deficient I think unirue. Miss P. I 
believe conscientiously sought to perfo-m her whole duty to the 
school and succeeded in winning the commendation of the ma 
jority of her patrons and the affection of most of her pupils. 
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SOUTH SCHOOL. 
Henry F. Dongs, Prupentiat Committee. 


Miss Julia A. Dodge, of Francestown, who had acceptably 
taught this school through 1880, was recalled for the Spring 
term. Miss D. is a teacher of ripe experience, and possesses — 
the assured confidence given by a long and successful course of 
teaching. She taught the South School in the best manner. 
Under her skillful guidance it was qniet and studious. She was 
thorough in instruction and apt in illustration, and the examina- 
tions demonstrated that her continuance here for three consecu- 
tive terms has been profitable to the District. Miss D. having 
accepted another position, her sister, Miss Ella M. Dodge, was 
procured as her successor, and her success during the Fall, war- 
rauted her retention for the Winter term... Miss D. is an expe- 
rienced teacher and my remarks above in reference to the teach- 
er of the Spring term, are largely applicable to her younger sis- 
ter. The school was faithfully drilled and its close found such 
progress to have been made that its most forward members out- 
rank in proficiency those of equal age in any other school in 
town. 


EAST SCHOOL. 
Henry M. Fatrrietp, PrupenriAL CoMMITTEE. 


Miss Sybil B. Marden, of New Boston, taught the Spring 
term. Miss M. has had several years’ successful experience as a 
teacher, and she performed her duties here to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the District and your committee. Her scholarship is 
ample. Her government good, and her work profitable to the 
school. Under the temptation of a more lucrative school, she 
declined an engagement for the Fall term, and the services of 
Miss Lucia 8. Stiles, of this town, were obtained. Miss S. is 
another veteran teacher, apt in imparting most thorough instruc- 
tion. Her manner is gentle and winning. She is ready and 
clear in presenting the subject to the mind of the scholar, and 
her method of conducting any school exercises impressed the 
Committee as hardly susceptible of improvement. 
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NORTH SCHOOL. 
J. M. Harverr, Propentiat Cowmrrer. 


Miss Lizzie E. Hill. of Amherst, taught both terms of this 
school. Miss Hill is young and this was her first appearance 
as a teacher, but she kept a good school and the District was 
unanimous in its commendation. She has dignity and self-pos- 
session. She worked diligently and has occasion to be satisfied 
with her first effort. With added literary acquirements and far- 
ther practice she promises notable success in this vocation. 
This small school of 11 scholars maintained its old-time reputa- 
tion for good behavior and attention to study. 


WEST SCHOOL. 
GEORGE J. Carson. PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


Miss Annie M. Curtis, of Lyndeborough, was employed as 
teacher of both the Spring and Fall terms. The school was 
small indeed, but furnished an opportunity for a development of 
the teaching faculty. It wasa commencement exercise for Miss 
C. She acquitted herself to the acceptance of those interested. 
She is brisk and energetic and has a native aptitude to lead 
which will give her control over her scholars. She promises 
finely as a teacher. One of the most advanced pupils here was 
transferred from this, dnring the Fall term to The Perkins 
School for the Blind, at Boston. 


Isubjoin below. “The Roll of Honor,” that is, the names of 
those who have been present every half day of a term without 
being tardy. 

Center Distrricr.—Alice P. Campbell, Grace M. Campbell, 
Emily C. A. Starrett, Hetta M. Starrett, Jennie B. Carpenter, 
Annie E. Smith, Grace H. Smith, Mabel M. Livingston, Jo- 
sephine E. Livingston, Mabel A. Winters, John A. Bruce, Wil- 
lie 8. Stinson, George F. Johnson. 

Sourn Disrricr.—Clara E. Dodge, A. Jessie Trow, Fannie 
Dodge, Maude L. Hutchinson, Bertie I’. Trow, Louie A. Trow, 
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S. N. Hooper, StiJlie E. Curtis, Ray Hutchinson, Chas. A. Gil 
bert, Chas. G. Carleton, Chas. A. Trow. 


Kasr Disrricr.—M. A. Fairfield, Sarah Fairfield, Bertha L. 
McQuestion, Iola L. Sargent. C. B. Johnson, E. B. Damon. 


Norxru Disrricr.—Hattie M. Kittredge, S. A. Harvell. 


Wesr Disrrict.—Allie Upton. George E. Averill, Rufus G. 
Averill. 


The whole number of persons receiving school instruction im 
town has lessened more than twenty per cent, within thirty 
years, while the amount raised and appropriated annually has 
more than doubled. It may well be debated whether the im- 
provement of our schools advances in the same ratio with the 
expenditure. This large outlay for schools should awaken more 
interest in and more vigilant attention to them.. It is right that 
the tax-payers should demand an adequate retnrn for this large 
requisition. If the money be profitably expended the amount ts 
none too great. It behooves every. tax-payer to watch its appli- 
cation with zealous care so that every dollar be made available 
for those who are entitled to its benefit. 
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Amount of money raised by town, $700 89 
Literary fund Al 81 
Amount allotted Center District, $307 64 
Amount allotted South District, lio. oe 
Amount allotted East Disirict, 92 89 
Amount allotted North District, 85 19 
Amount allotted West District, 66 75 
Amount allotted 8th Amherst District, 16 31 


Cy J. SMULH, 
Town Superintendent of Schools. 
Mont Vernon, N. H., Feb. 25, 1882. 
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